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B_Ey BRRE

(—) EAYRFHE
B M LA SO AR i R e A, B n B, B RE
LA R
What is the passage mainly about?
The main idea of the passage might be ( )?

The best title for this passage is ( )?

() il RS s

L RE BB, ssR e MG & B — A
2. IR i 1]

3. HEER SRS R 4 A I T

4. FHZER RSN L, RPIETATRE

[ %11 Signs of corporate distress will stoke concerns about the ability of Turkeys banks to
withstand a rise in bad debts. The sector were given a major overhaul after a financial crisis in
2000 and 2001 and the banks, but their capital adequacy ratios have been eroded by the falling lira.
Low domestic savings rates mean that Turkish banks are heavily reliant on foreign funding. Last
week, the rating agency Moody’s downgraded 18 banks because of concerns about their ability to
refinance.

What does the last paragraph indicate? ( )

A. Turkish banks will rely on foreign funding rather than domestic savings.
B. The banking sector in Turkey will finally come through the difficulties.
C. Turkish banks might face a crisis.

D. All the rating agencies are pessimistic about Turkish banks.
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[(ZXR)C. BusEam. WIEMHEM S5 —B, KGN B JFOCRIE S . HREE
Ji 3 Low domestic savings rates mean that Turkish banks are heavily reliant on foreign funding
FIREI A FOR TR FT G, (HR PR ARIE S o BT D Rk AlLRZExS, FILs
iR MUA R C.

ERT: HTE

(—) EEAYRHE
20T R R S I — AT B, DURREE AL I RE T -
what. why. when. where. who. how
() AR
1. R

KR A PIA: —F BESCHE, mES RS T RNE ARG N4, A iR
F)s By ARREVERHEE, EEIRA T ET AR, VA0 AR (R ) A 5

(RI 5T,
2. JE I ORHE R [ B JFUOCE AL BHER R X, O AR, A
3. dia L NiEE .
4. MGUFY RO o RIS 54T ST 3 A — 2
[ #5]] Gaining green card may involve the black market costs. The green card application
process can take a long time, and people often have to eat while waiting for their papers. Many
immigrants have resolved this through the acquisition of fake documents. (Note as an attorney, I
emphatically do not recommend this. But people do it. A lot.) At their best (and most expensive),
fake papers can be quite useful. From taking to immigrants, I have learned that there is a man in a
certain Central American capital who, for $6,000 will get you a U.S. passport with a name and
photo of your choosing that will scan as real on border crossing computers. In New York City,
$150-$200 will get you work documents connected to a real Social Security number. $75 will get
you a color copy on thick paper that looks like a Social Security card as long as you don’t look
closely enough to see that it is actually a “Social Security” card.
Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?
A. The writer finds fake paper a good solution.

B. Social Security Number is the most expensive.
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C. All fake materials are free of any flaw.
D. Fake papers do works quite well sometimes.
[ZZE]1D. &0 A: FEFEVNBOE IR RfE R 0 B 7720, i35 Note as an attorney,
I emphatically do not recommend this. 7] &/E# - AHESRAIE: %I B: thrRR2&TTH), R
i for $6,000 will get you a U.S. passport... i] A E 52 B 87 R P B vr; & C: fr
HHBOEH R TCH, RRE D &I D: RUEARRIEAE H, fR4EAt their best (and most
expensive), fake papers can be quite useful. °J FIEIEA I A5 S LUBCH FH o OB A2 58 2 1R T

D.

—. B
ZE=: RGNS ER

(—) as/so + JEZial/EiA IR K+ as HIH L
€A asHTEA/EIAE R+ as,  HLU:
He is as clever as any other boy in the class.
75 %8 F)H H not as/so+ 218 /8] IR 2+ as (not A PLH A5 & & XA 78 2Y) , .
He is not as/ so suitable for the job as me /I am.
(=) A as+ EFE/EA+ as &58, HHE 2SS X, .
assoonas —.. #... aswellas HMX...
as good as 5..JL'F—FE4f as/so faras... H.. k¥, =T ..
as/so longas R ¥ asmuchas ZA%, JLT%T ...
(=) The + HbEiZK..., the+ FLEIZK..., Hhin:

The more he talked, the less I understood.

ERN: If FAPREES

(—) XFTELLE ) 2
ME]): did (ERUES A be—were)

F4J: would(should, could, might)+do
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If I saw him now, I would be very happy.
(=) xbid 25 i AL

MAJ: had+done;

F4J: would(should, could, might)+have+done

If it had not rained yesterday, we would have played football.
(=) xRk 2L

MA]: should+do/were to+do/did;

F4J: would(should, could, might)+do

If it were to snow/should snow tomorrow, we would cancel the 1000-meter race.
(M0 JRA B REAIE S

MR AR BN TR R AR, ANE R — NI RIS A R A

If he were alive now, he might have finished his scientific researches on the bridge building

three years ago.
AN RAIAEIE TG, AT AE = 4F AT A T AR BOMR R A SR A T
If it had not snowed yesterday, we would be on the way to Shanghai.

FENERAT T, FATBEM N AZAE % Bl E T

[ ( ) we introspect ourselves, the better we will understand ourselves.
A. The more frequent
B. The frequenter
C. The more frequently
D. The frequentlier
(%% Co B the——-the-—-, Fox: e, B AJE: “ATEHE KB
%, e T ME S, 7 BT IEARR & EE M50 introspect, £ A A PR AT A
i 22 HI R . BT AR S 2150 C.
[#/] Ifyou(  )insuchahurry,you( ) sugar into the sauce instead of salt.
A. were not, would not put
B. were, would put

C. had been, would have put



My e Ry ==
—rﬂ'ﬁ! A STER

D. had not been, would not have put

[%%]1D. WIEAE, WRIEAMLEZ, MASHICHE SER R R 7. R
AT DA, X B R EPES, Roadt—Mid LR . M)A had done, 4] H
would have done. A@EIHY, 4] 730 #HE EH 5 € HITE S, MU ALE £ D T,

=, HEEFHR
%ME. ¥E

(—) BUF

ST A IR (Cabinet system) o FHE EAF AT 7E L2 ok 2 0% (00 1 B3 A i AF 5 AR
FRULE, WS T BT A ARETE T M (Theresa May) ol R4k PI/R KA Z S5
B ey AT

(=) ATBUX K

43 NUH% 4 (England).  #34% 24 (Scotland) . E /K t:(Wales). 1t5Z /K 2% (Northern Ireland)
VU5y, X R E 2 218 3 (London). %2 T £% (Edingburgh). Rifiok (Cadiff). JI/RIE
¥ (Belfast).

(=) ##E

Pk 22, BUR LRI 2T 5 & 16 & UESHEHE, LEFMX LT 4 £ 165
MEBERE . LEHE BN FE, =808 W b RBUF 757

ERAN: XH

(—) M3
1. ¥ ik (Rocky mountain) & k35 KBt (15 42 (backbone of the North American
Continent) , #EFRVESE KRli4r7KI% (Continental Divide)
2. FEVAPH LI (The Mississippi River) #5842 “Aki1 2 2> (Father of Waters) B(“3&

AN (O1d man River) o
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3. EEEEER A RHS A FHUFRH (Lake Superior) — ittt FH KR KB,
BN (Lake Michigan) #2ME— 58 A 7E & [EEE N 103, IR183] ( Lake Huron) , £
(Lake Erie) , % KMg (Lake Ontario) .

(=) Wbk

1861 4F 4 H—1865 4 4 1, KE AN, XFRBALERS (civil war) FZ&ALT7HER. 1861
4, EEBGTHRF « S AFN (Abraham Lincoln) FAf (B AR F) (The
Emancipation Proclamation) o BLE & 32U 1 #8000, I 26 IR B 4= 58 S0U SR o] FE il
ik

(P B3

1.36H15% (Republican Party) : EOLT 1854 4F. 1861 fEAREBESS, LM HE X
B “RR” RILFEII R

2. E (Democratic Party) : 1791 FOL, UAFARILMGE . 1794 FSobk R EFL M,

1828 EHUNRE. “UT7 RRIEHH
Rt mEXR

Ottawa, & XHARIMERMEA, ZeEBUA. LFf. XAASEF . Toronto,
LI ZRMEREKIPINTT, 22 ASEENT, EEEOMEE . ml. T, 30k
s Z —. Vancouver, i, Sy [E S = KT A Tk, KPR A E ORI
1, PR 5 B e ul, 525 AR T . Montreal, SE4FHF /R SIS K EE — K
AR, e ERKRE RS, ml. T, dbEME—UgRgE R E R .
Quebec, kb 7 T2 N EE KBRS — R A DL -

Er/\: BWRAL

BRI A2 N (Aboriginal Bi# Aborigine) J& KR W5 5 (1) J5 B, AbATT I i R,
S HBUERE NI HE, 7E BRI AR KR 2 /T, 356 500 28, AL+ HAZ
ER
[ %1] The Emancipation Proclamation to end the plantation slavery in the south of US was
issued by ( ).

A. Abraham Lincoln
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B. Thomas Paine
C. George Washington
D. Thomas Jefferson.
[E%]1 A. 1861 4, KERBGIAHH S M E 24K (Abraham Lincoln) HAT (fft i
HANWHFEET)Y (The Emancipation Proclamation) o #UIEHAIZ S NIETT A
[ %11 Who were the natives of Australia before the arrival of the British settlers?
A. The Eskimos.
B. The Maori.
C. The Indians.
D. The Aborigines.
[% %] D. MM ER AT N Aboriginal 5% Aborigine. Aborigines are members
of the tribes that were living in Australia when Europeans arrived there: J#KFE 425 A\ &K
PV e 1 8 B ARATT B P B, 9 HAE 3 AMRR R, A RRIMN o 5B R W 2 /i, 3%
H 500 2400, NBuA-LT iz . MIEMEZENIED D.

M. RiEEFE
AL B

Phoneme (%%, #&17) : any one of the set of smallest units of speech in a language that
distinguish one word from another. In English, the |s| in sip and the |z| in zip represent two
different phonemes. [X 73518 I e /MEE AL, WSS sip H I s Fl zip 1 z £ AF R

Ept: AEE

Syntax ( ] 7% %% ) : study of the internal structures of sentence and the rules for the

combination of words.

%)ﬁ"{"_‘ ig‘ﬂq#

(—) Speech act theory (FiE/T NHEIL)

10 W
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1. A locutionary act is the act of uttering words, phrases, clauses. It is the act of conveying
literal meaning by means of syntax lexicon and phonology.

2. An illocutionary act is the act of expressing the speaker’ s intention; it is the act performed
in saying something.

3. A perlocutionary act is the act performed by or resulting from saying something; it is the
consequence of, or the change brought about the utterance; it is the act performed by saying
something.

(=) = ihHEN]

1. Maxim of quality BT &HEN]: fH/RIIER &R,

2. Maxim of quantity & R R AR N 265 BT ZAE B AR
3.Maxim of relevance FHICHEN: AF R 1F BUAH OC

4 Maxim of manner J7ZUHEN: FRIAXEEMT, BERBH . L.

[ 511 Speech act theory is an important theory in the () study of language.
A. semantic
B. pragmatic
C. phonetic
D. morphological
[%22] B. SEATNERSESHEAM TN — D EEHIG, AN &S B Ti.
D iz

AT BN, CHL: IEHEY: DI JBEY, WARTEEHER, HUEHE VI B,

Emt+=: EEXE

S SCEA I RS A, 90 RV, T T DARAS R PR M AT RESS B A 1 SRR
T

William Shakespeare Macbeth Until about 1608, he wrote mainly
JE R V5 PR Hamlet tragedies, among them Hamlet,
King Lear Othello, King Lear, and Macbeth, all

%o T
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Othello considered to be among the finest
works in the English language.
Percy Bysshe Shelley Ode to the West Wind P B Shelley was one of the major
VG Ay o 5 3K P8RRI English Romantic poets, who is
To a Skylark regarded by some as among the finer
(&) lyric and philosophical poets in the
English language, and one of the
more influential.
Charles Dickens Oliver Twist He was an English writer and social
AR Wk 5 (FHBAIL) critic. He created some of the world’s

A Tale of Two Cities
(OLE AV

Great Expectations
Gz RHTRED)

Hard Times

CUR AR )

best-known fictional characters and is
regarded by many as the greatest

novelist of the Victorian era.

Charlotte Bronté

Rl kS

Jane Eyre

(g~ 52 )

She was an English novelist and poet,
the eldest of the three Bronté sisters
who survived into adulthood and
whose novels became classics of

English literature.

George Bernard Shaw

FIRR RIS 2]

Widower’ Houses
CHRR I B 7 )

Pygmalion
CRERE SR 55 )

With a range incorporating both
contemporary satire and historical
allegory, Shaw became the leading
dramatist of his generation, and in
1925 was awarded the Nobel Prize in

Literature.

%12 1t
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SINCE 2001

ERt+=: ZEX%

ZERASCER

SRESCER RIEET, W RAE B, N DRI S i H AT e B AR SO

AREAE b

Thomas Paine

FEH -k R

Common Sense

CHARD

The American Crisis

(EEEHLY

One of the Founding Fathers of the
United States, he authored the two
most influential pamphlets at the
start of the American Revolution
and inspired the patriots in 1776 to

declare independence from Britain.

Herman Melville

Typee
(L)
Moby-Dick

CE i)

His writing draws on his experience
at sea as a common sailor,
exploration  of literature and
philosophy, and engagement in the
contradictions of American society

in a period of rapid change.

Walt Whitman

IENACRRE Shid-d

Leaves of Grass

(L)

He was an American poet, essayist,
and journalist. A humanist, he was a
part of the transition between
transcendentalism and  realism,
incorporating both views in his
works. Whitman is among the most
influential poets in the American
canon, often called the father of free

VErse.

Mark Twain

L o - I

The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today

(§ £ AL EW

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

Samuel Langhorne Clemens, better
known by his pen name Mark

Twain, was an American writer,




Y e =
FEIXE
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R SCER

(iR L)

The Adventures of Huckleberry

Finn

(e 50 LA g U R )

humorist, entrepreneur, publisher,
and lecturer. Among his novels are
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and
its sequel, The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, the latter often

called “The Great American Novel”.

Theodore Dreiser

LS S

Sister Carrie
G FTIRIRD

An American Tragedy
(EE LR

The Financier

(&R

He was an American novelist and
journalist of the naturalist school.
His novels often featured main
characters who succeeded at their
objectives despite a lack of a firm
moral code, and literary situations
that more closely resemble studies
of nature than tales of choice and

agency

Francis Scott Key

This Side of Paradise

He was an American fiction writer,

Fitzgerald CN AR ) whose works helped to illustrate the
F. 7 %% -JER AN FL | Tender Is the Night flamboyance and excess of the Jazz
1k (IR ZRY Age.

The Great Gatsby Perhaps the most notable member of
CTANE M 75 K ELD the “Lost Generation” of the
Tales of the Jazz Age 1920s, Fitzgerald is now widely
CEF AR ) regarded as one of the greatest
American writers of the 20th

century.
Ernest Miller | The Sun Also Rises He was an American journalist,
Hemingway €A BH & RS ) novelist, and short-story writer. His
W A T4 - o B A Farewell to Arms economical and  understated

kBT, B

style—which he termed the iceberg

%14 10
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For Whom the Bell Tolls theory—had a strong influence on

CHeBh e ) 20th-century fiction, while his

The Old Man and the Sea adventurous lifestyle and his public

(EN5i) image brought him admiration from

later generations. Hemingway won

the Nobel Prize in Literature in

1954.

[ 11 The novel For Whom the Bell Tolls is written by ().
A. Scott Fitzgerald
B. William Faulkner
C. Eugene O’ Neill

D. Ernest Hemingway.
(%21 Do (ebioviEmng) Rl iR . I L& Sk D.

15 W




My e Ry ==
—rﬂ'ﬁ! A STER

FB=#D RPN

—. EEEIRRIEE

1. Since taxi fare in the city may run ( ) twenty dollars, I suggest that you take a bus.
A. as high as

B. as expensive as

C. so high that

D. so expensive as

24( ) money you make, ( ) you spend.

A./, more

B. more, more

C. the less, the more

D. the more, the more

3. If you ( ) my advice, you would be better now.
A. had followed

B. followed

C. were to follow

D. follow

4. It is a pity that he ( ) to accept the offer.

A. refuses

B. refused

C. refuse

D. refusing

5. The University of Oxford and Cambridge date from ( ).
A. the 10" and 11% century

B. the 12t century

C. the 12 and 13" century

D. the 13" century

16 W
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6. The largest fresh water lake in the world is ( ).

A. the Thames

B. Lake Superior

C. the Great Lakes

D. the Yangtze River

7. Which of the following is the oldest sport in the United States? ( )
A. Baseball

B. Tennis

C. Basketball

D. American football

8. The largest city in Canada is ( ).

A. Vancouver

B. Montreal

C. Toronto

D. Ottawa

9. According to the Official Language of Act of Canada, there are two official language in
this country: they are ( ).

A. English and Spanish

B. English and Portuguese

C. English and French

D. English and Celtic

10. The Australian population is mainly of ( ) descents.

A. British

B. American

C. Japanese

D. Chinese

11.The distinction between parole and lange was proposed by ( ).
A. Halliday

B. Chomsky

17 W
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C. Bloomfield

D. Saussure

12. The study of how sounds are put together and used to convey meaning in communication
is ( ).

A. morphology

B. general linguistics

C. phonology

D. semantics

13. Which of the following is not a compound word? ( ).

A. landlady

B. greenhouse

C. uplift

D. unacceptable

14. ( ) refers to the study of the rules governing the way words are combined to form
sentences in a language, or simply, the study of the formation of sentences.

A. Morphology

B. Syntax

C. Phonetics

D. Semantics

15. A (an) ( ) is using a sentence to perform a function.

A. Locutionary Act

B. Illucationary Act

C. Perlocutionary Act

D. In-locutionary Act

16. Which of the following is NOT the Earnest Hemingway’s work? ( ).

A. The Sun Also Rises

B. A Farewell to Arms

C. For Whom the Bell Tolls

D. Tender Is the Night

18 W
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17.( ) is one of the leading figures of the postwar American dramatists.

A. Hemingway

B. Arthur Miller

C. Saul Bellow

D. John Steinbeck

18. Which of the following writings is not the work by Charles Dickens? ( )

A. A Tale of Two Cities

B. Hard Times

C. Oliver Twist

D. Sons and Lovers

19. Who is the author of The Waste Land? ( ).

A. George Bernard Shaw

B. W.B. Yeats.

C. Dylan Thomas.

D. T.S. Eliot.

20. Mark Twain, one of the greatest 19th century American writers, is well known for his
C )

A. international theme

B. waste-land imagery

C. local color

D symbolism

B IR B R R

LIEEYA. FHEES RSN SR, B high 5303 low IR . &I C F11¥) so high that
JE T R T BUERIZ SRR A,

2. [ %] D. WIEAE “OREMEM. .., R AT AR 2 BAL N S # AR R
EZ MR, TERR: the+LWEZR. . the+LLES S5 M), WIERIZ R /2IET D,

3.MERY A WA TR AR if 51 SRS BRIER, FARMIENEE, A
FORRAE A AT A e R, BT A A B 15 B 1 B 24 18 had done JER,  #UIERAIZ R

FEVRTT A

19 W
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4. [BFR] Co UWEABALLEM P HE T2 FTEMG), FA)IEIER pity, BT AMNG]EE
A B2 2 H should+V, should W] LA W& f5L. FEREEHY it is+ TR 1A 441A) . Id % 7)1 +that+
F:15+should+V (should FJ LA &), FEALIXFF I3 duty/ pity/ no wonder/ advisable/
necessary/ decided/ recommended %5, IR & /2% Co

5. 08 R)C. AHERZARSIN R 221 B 2w LA B3 3 12/13 42 #OIE#2 S22 %I C.

6. (&% B, 5 EEKIRAKMZ T LFU/RE, BOE#E L% B.

7. USR] A REESZMEFZHER, RAETHRSIAMEHERE R, HUEH
E R A

8. [%E] C. MERRKIWMATZRLIZE, ERRIEKE, BUEMERLED C.

9. [Z%]) C. MERIIEITIE S NFAEMEE, JUE ISR A& ZiES,
BB R E AR AL A . MU C .

10. [&RY Ao AR FEREEBRKFENR, BOEFE ZRIET A,

1LLZ R 1D, M i 2 R E L AP K L TT0R - A T Halliday 22 78 functional
A YBiT)RE; B T Chomsky R 7T 4538 3= 2 /& competence & performance #4344 il ; C I Bloom
field Wf 7T S-R; D il Saussure #f 5T language M1 parole, I H. R % RHR NIACTE 5 %22 K.
D BUEM, #A#iL D,

12. [#% %1 C. Phonology & =8 50 A& 75 & an T HE 51 LR ] 50545 8. IEFE &
SN C.

13. [ %1 D. i H Hid =0 s $48 £ 2 517, unacceptable H1-un ZRGHHZ, HK
URAIA o IEMfEF 52 IR T D,

14. D& R]) B, ANEELEMFA) TG, . (AU B AL A7 IR .
Morphology: J£#&%; Phonetics: W% ; Semantics: W% . IEMfiERAEIED B,

15. [ %) B S4MT AIRULIER, BONIE S A& 10— 545 )y s bl 7= A i Hefh—
AT I A RS AT, BERRORIGENZIEE: 0 C RSETH, RiE
TEWT B B AR . AAFAER T D XS, MUERIE 2T B.

16. L& 21D, B R ERE CRBEFE TR G T, B8 (i A Emng ).
(IR ZR) J2 Fitzgerald SERANFAERIME M o MUEMZE R EET Do

17. (&%) B, FIEKSRMEFEEERIER L —, HRSETHGZ DK . BOERZ

FIEIETN B,

20 W
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18. [&FXR]1 D. ATL, (WId), B I, CEMERH), C I, (FARIULY, #B &K
ffER. DI LT 5HA) £ D H. 570 5MfER. Frel&RiE D,

19. [ %1 D. The Waste Land, B (i) /& T.S. Eliot FIMREAE. 1ZRe) 2 AN
REPUAR TS TR sk b — AN LA R AR S BRI, & RAE 3 SO P B LA AR R IOAE L
Rk 7T —RAMEMENL. FTELESRIE D.

20. 0% % 1C. Bd ki i &b AW IE M3 )7 AR, HIlanTE Adventures of Tom
Sawyer (ZHMRWPIKAC) — b, MR KEMEHI S L5, WS ENEALE, GF
TR CRAMBANNFEOE, KA S LGN RBHRA NG, £ E—K
P, MOEFE RN C.

= PR

Passage 1

You should treat skeptically the loud cries now coming from colleges and universities that the
last bastion of excellence in American education is being gutted by state budget cuts and mounting
costs. Whatever else it is, higher education is not a bastion of excellence. It is shot through with
waste, lax academic standards and mediocre teaching and scholarship.

True, the economic pressures — from the Ivy League to state systems — are intense. Last year,
nearly two-thirds of schools had to make midyear spending cuts to stay within their budgets. It is
also true (as university presidents and deans argue) that relieving those pressures merely by raising
tuitions and cutting courses will make matters worse. Students will pay more and get less. The
university presidents and deans want to be spared from further government budget cuts. Their case
is weak.

Higher education is a bloated enterprise. Too many professors do too little teaching to too
many ill-prepared students. Costs can be cut and quality improved without reducing the number of
graduates. Many colleges and universities should shrink. Some should go out of business.
Consider:

Except for elite schools, admissions standards are low. About 70 percent of freshmen at
four-year colleges and universities attend their first-choice schools. Roughly 20 percent go to their

second choices. Most schools have eagerly boosted enrollments to maximize revenues (tuition and
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state subsidies).

Dropout rates are high. Half or more of freshmen don’t get degrees. A recent study of PhD
programs at 10 major universities also found high dropout rates for doctoral candidates.

The attrition among undergraduates is particularly surprising because college standards have
apparently fallen. One study of seven top schools found widespread grade inflation. In 1963, half
of the students in introductory philosophy courses got a B — or worse. By 1986, only 21 percent
did. If elite schools have relaxed standards, the practice is almost surely widespread.

Faculty teaching loads have fallen steadily since the 1960s. In major universities, senior
faculty members often do less than two hours a day of teaching. Professors are “socialized to
publish, teach graduate students and spend as little time teaching (undergraduates) as possible,”
concludes James Fairweather of Penn State University in a new study. Faculty pay consistently
rises as undergraduate teaching loads drop.

Universities have encouraged an almost mindless explosion of graduate degrees. Since 1960,
the number of masters’ degrees awarded annually has risen more than fourfold to 337,000.
Between 1965 and 1989, the annual number of MBAs (masters in business administration) jumped
from 7,600 to 73,100.

Even so, our system has strengths. It boasts many top-notch schools and allows almost
anyone to go to college. But mediocrity is pervasive. We push as many freshmen as possible
through the door, regardless of qualifications. Because bachelors’ degrees are so common, we
create more graduate degrees of dubious worth. Does anyone believe the MBA explosion has
improved management?

You won’t hear much about this from college deans or university presidents. They created
this mess and are its biggest beneficiaries. Large enrollments support large faculties. More
graduate students liberate tenured faculty from undergraduate teaching to concentrate on writing
and research: the source of status. Richard Huber, a former college dean, writes knowingly in a
new book (“How Professors Play the Cat Guarding the Cream: Why We’re Paying More and
Getting Less in Higher Education”): Presidents, deans and trustees ... call for more recognition of
good teaching with prizes and salary incentives.

The reality is closer to the experience of Harvard University’s distinguished paleontologist
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Stephen Jay Gould: “To be perfectly honest, though lip service is given to teaching, I have never
seriously heard teaching considered in any meeting for promotion... Writing is the currency of
prestige and promotion.”

About four-fifths of all students attend state-subsidized systems, from community colleges to
prestige universities. How governors and state legislatures deal with their budget pressures will be
decisive. Private schools will, for better or worse, be influenced by state actions. The states need
to do three things.

First, create genuine entrance requirements. Today’s low standards tell high school students:
You don’t have to work hard to go to college. States should change the message by raising tuitions
sharply and coupling the increase with generous scholarships based on merit and income. To get
scholarships, students would have to pass meaningful entrance exams. Ideally, the scholarships
should be available for use at in-state private schools. All schools would then compete for students
on the basis of academic quality and costs. Today’s system of general tuition subsidies provides
aid to well-to-do families that don’t need it or to unqualified students who don’t deserve it.

Next, states should raise faculty teaching loads, mainly at four-year schools. (Teaching loads
at community colleges are already high.) This would cut costs and reemphasize the primacy of
teaching at most schools. What we need are teachers who know their fields and can communicate
enthusiasm to students. Not all professors can be path-breaking scholars. The excessive emphasis
on scholarship generates many unread books and mediocre articles in academic journals. “You
can’t do more of one (research) without less of the other (teaching),” says Fairweather. “People are
working hard — it’s just where they’re working.”

Finally, states should reduce or eliminate the least useful graduate programs. Journalism (now
dubbed “communications”), business and education are prime candidates. A lot of what they teach
can — and should — be learned on the job. If colleges and universities did a better job of teaching
undergraduates, there would be less need for graduate degrees.

Our colleges and universities need to provide a better education to deserving students. This
may mean smaller enrollments, but given today’s attrition rates, the number of graduates need not
drop. Higher education could become a bastion of excellence, if we would only try.

1. It can be concluded from Para.3 that the author was ( ) towards the education.
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A. indifferent

B. neutral

C. positive

D. negative

2. The following are current problems facing all American universities EXCEPT ( ).

A. high dropout rates

B. low admission standards

C. low undergraduate teaching loads

D. explosion of graduate degrees

3. In order to ensure teaching quality, the author suggests that the states do all the following
EXCEPT ( ).

A. set entrance requirements

B. raise faculty teaching loads

C. increase undergraduate programs

D. reduce useless graduate programs

4. “Prime candidates” in Para. 10 is used as ( ).

A. euphemism

B. metaphor

C. analogy

D. personification

5. What is the author’s main argument in the passage? ( )

A. American education can remain excellent by ensuring state budget.

B. Professors should teach more undergraduates than postgraduates.

C. Academic standard are the main means to ensure educational quality.

D. American education can remain excellent only by raising teaching quality.
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